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Pay More Attention

Ensuring equal access to high quality hospital care and services for children and young people
with and without learning disabilities: Phase 1

We are a team of researchers from the Centre for Outcomes and Experience Research in
Children’s Health, lliness and Disability (ORCHID) at Great Ormond Street Hospital. We are
conducting a national study to compare how hospital care and services are provided to, and
experienced by, two groups of children and young people with long-term health conditions -
those with learning disabilities and those without learning disabilities.

Definitions
Long term conditions are health conditions that last a year or longer, impact on a person’s life,
and may require on-going care and support e.g. epilepsy, Cerebral Palsy or diabetes

Learning disabilities mean a person has a reduced intellectual ability and difficulty with everyday
activities, which affects them for their whole life.

We are inviting all staff from over 20 hospitals in England who come into contact with children
and young people (CYP) aged between 5 and 15 years old, with and without learning disabilities
and their families to complete this short survey, which should take 5-10 minutes to complete. We
want to give staff the opportunity to share their views about providing care to both groups of
patients and their families. We want to use the information we learn from this research to help
ensure equality of access to high quality hospital care and services for all children and families
in the future. The same questions are being asked for those with learning disabilities and those
without learning disabilities.

All information collected will be kept strictly confidential and will be used solely for the purpose
of the study. By completing the survey you are consenting to taking part in the study. Only
members of the research team will have routine access to the data collected. The results will be
published and presented so they can be shared with other healthcare professionals and
researchers. All data that is shared will be anonymised so that participants cannot be identified.

Contact details:
Chief Investigator: Dr Kate Oulton, 0207 829 7822, kate.oulton@gosh.nhs.uk

Project Manager: Dr Charlotte Kenten, 0207 405 9200 ext: 1771, charlotte.kenten@gosh.nhs.uk

Research Team: Dr Kate Oulton, Prof Faith Gibson, Dr Jo Wray, Prof Margaret Fletcher, Prof
Carey Jewitt, Dr Irene Tuffrey-Wijne, Ms Sam Kerry, Dr Lucinda Carr. Research Associate: Jess
Russell

This study is being funded by the National Institute of Health Research (NIHR).





