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Impact of antibiotics in Caesarean Section: what health conditions in mothers and children should be studied?
NIHR HTA project 16/150/01 Long Term Impact of Pre-incision Antibiotics on Babies Born by Caesarean Section
We are asking for your help to ensure that this piece of research produces the most useful results it can.
The project is investigating whether the change in the national guidance from recommending antibiotics after cord clamping to antibiotics before incision (to reduce chances of mothers developing an infection, such as wound infection) has had any effect on the risk of allergic and other related health conditions in children born by caesarean section.
Antibiotics given to the mother before the caesarean section also reach the baby via the placenta. There are no known short-term harms to the baby or their mother having these antibiotics around the time of the birth. We do not know, however, whether these antibiotics have a long term impact on children’s health. The newborn gut during and after birth is colonised by bacteria which are believed to help develop the child’s immune system. The bacteria differ between babies who receive and who do not receive antibiotics during a caesarean section. This may affect their chances of developing health conditions such as asthma, eczema and food allergies.
To assess the longer term effects of antibiotic use in caesarean section, we will use anonymised routine NHS information already collected by hospitals and GPs. If you would like to know more details about the project, you can find a summary at NIHR Journals Library.
This survey seeks views on which relevant health conditions in mothers and children up to the age of 5 years recorded in routine healthcare records we should focus on. The survey usually takes less than five minutes to complete and all responses will be anonymised. If you have any questions about the survey, please email Prof Peter Brocklehurst at P.Brocklehurst@bham.ac.uk or Dr Dana Sumilo at D.Sumilo@bham.ac.uk. Please do not forward the link to this survey to others.
We really appreciate your help.
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Health service utilisation in children up to the age of 5 years

Please select any important less specific measures we
should include as study outcomes

Overall consultation frequency in primary care
Hospital admissions
Other (please specify)

Please specify
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Maternal postpartum infections

From this list, please select up to 3 we should
include as study outcomes

Caesarean wound infection

Endomyometritis

Sepsis

Maternal death

Urinary tract infection, cystitis, pyelonephritis
Septic pelvic thrombophlebitis

Pelvic abscess

Length of hospital stay

Other (please specify)

Please specify
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If you have any other suggestions regarding essential
health outcomes for this study that have not been
covered in this survey or any other comments, please
enter them in the comment box
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What best describes your position? (O Obstetrician
O Paediatrician
O Parent
O Other (please specify)

Please specify
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Allergic and allergy related conditions in children up to the age of 5 years

From this list of potential health conditions, please
select up to 3 we should include as study outcomes

Asthma

Eczema

Food allergies and intolerance
Coeliac disease

Anaphylaxis

Penicillin allergy

Allergic rhinitis and conjunctivitis
Other (please specify)

Please specify
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Autoimmune conditions in children up to the age of 5 years

From this list of potential health conditions, please
select up to 3 we should include as study outcomes

[J Type 1 diabetes
[ Juvenile idiopathic arthritis

Other systemic connective tissue disorders
Autoimmune (idiopathic) thrombocytopenic purpura
Juvenile pernicious (megaloblastic) anaemia
Childhood vitiligo

Other (please specify)

Please specify
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Infections and inflammation in children up to the age of 5 years

From this list, please select up to 3 we should
include as study outcomes

Neonatal sepsis

Other sepsis

Wheeze

Upper respiratory tract infections
Lower respiratory tract infections
Bronchiolitis

Gastroenteritis

Inflammatory bowel disease
Urinary tract infections

Antibiotic prescribing

Other (please specify)

Please specify
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Other immune system related conditions in children up to the age of 5 years

From this list of potential health conditions, please Leukaemia

select up to 2 we should include as study outcomes Immune deficiencies
Necrotising enterocolitis
Other (please specify)

Please specify
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Neurodevelopmental disorders in children up to the age of 5 years

Please select any important relevant health
conditions we should include as study outcomes

Autism spectrum disorder
ADHD
Other (please specify)

Please specify
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Less specific measures of child health in children up to the age of 5 years

Please select any important relevant less specific Colic
health conditions we should include as study outcomes Failure to thrive
Other (please specify)

Please specify





