Dementia and Mild Cognitive Impairment in Prison - Questionnaire


Thank you for participating in our survey. Your feedback is important.


We are currently conducting a research project, funded by the National Institute for Health Research, investigating dementia and Mild Cognitive Impairment in the prison population of England and Wales. The study will examine:

· What is the size of the problem - how many prisoners have some form of dementia and/or Mild Cognitive Impairment and what services do they need; 
· What services are currently being provided and how services can be improved, including what kinds of training are needed to better equip staff to provide high quality care. 


This questionnaire is designed to identify how services are currently being provided and we would be very grateful for your time and input. Please take care to answer all questions as accurately as possible, to the best of your knowledge and feel free to expand your answers using the text boxes where provided. The questionnaire should take around 40 minutes to complete and asks for some information about the number and age breakdown of prisoners aged 50+ in your prison, so it may help to have this information to hand before you start.


In addition, if you would be willing to share any local service documents relating to Mild Cognitive Impairment or dementia, such as copies of current assessment forms or tool; standard operating procedures; referral or care pathways, we would be very pleased to receive copies of these, either electronically or by post. Contact details are given below.

Please answer the questions honestly; it is important for us to obtain an accurate picture of what is currently being delivered in order to best inform future developments.


If you encounter any problems in completing the survey, please do not hesitate to contact us using the details below.


Many Thanks,

The research team



Definitions

Mild Cognitive Impairment 
Mild Cognitive Impairment (MCI) is a condition in which someone has minor problems with cognition - their mental abilities such as memory or thinking. In MCI these difficulties are worse than would normally be expected for a healthy person of their age. However, the symptoms are not severe enough to interfere significantly with daily life, and so are not defined as dementia.


Dementia 
The word ‘dementia’ describes a set of symptoms that may include memory loss and difficulties with thinking, problem-solving or language. These changes are often small to start with, but for someone with dementia they have become severe enough to affect daily life. A person with dementia may also experience changes in their mood or behaviour.

