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Reasons for exclusion are defined as:

(a) Study design (excluded if study was a commentary or letter, conference abstract published before 
2008, case series, studies of bridging therapy with heparin, rationale or study design papers, 
ecological studies, case–control study).

(b) Population criteria not satisfied (if paper specified the included population with a CHADS2 score 
of < 2, or if the study was conducted primarily on stroke patients with AF whose outcomes were 
retrieved retrospectively or the population consisted of those with valve replacements or mechanical 
heart valves).

(c) Intervention criteria not satisfied (if the study did not specify a subgroup of patients on combined ACT 
plus APT).

(d) Comparator criteria not satisfied (if the paper did not specify a population on ACT alone).
(e) Outcome criteria not satisfied (if none of the desired outcomes were reported and/or outcomes 

were not reported for both intervention and comparator groups and/or outcomes were retrieved 
retrospectively in a population of stroke patients with AF).

Reference Reason(s) for exclusion

Cowburn P, Cleland JG. SPAF-III results. Eur Heart J 1996;17:1129 a

Eikelboom JW, Hirsh J. Combined antiplatelet and anticoagulant therapy: clinical benefits 
and risks. J Thromb Haemost 2007;5(Suppl. 1):225–63

a

Gómez FP. Combined anticoagulant/antithrombotic treatment for preventing embolism in 
atrial fibrillation in geriatrics. Rev Esp Geriatr Gerontol 1997;32:345–9

aa

Gullov AL, Koefoed BG, Petersen P, Pedersen TS, Andersen ED, Godtfredsen J, et al. Fixed 
mini-dose warfarin and aspirin alone and in combination versus adjusted-dose warfarin for 
stroke prevention in atrial fibrillation: the AFASAK 2 Study. Eur Heart J 1998;19(Suppl.):154

a

Hori M, Koretsune Y. [Multi-centre trial of anti-platelet therapy for the prevention of 
cerebral infarction in patients with atrial fibrillation: COOPAT (Cooperative Osaka Platelet 
Antiaggregation Trial) Study.] Jpn Circ J 1994;58(Suppl. 4):1313–15

aa

Janko S, Dorwarth U, Hoffmann E. Pharmacotherapy of atrial fibrillation: an old option with 
new possibilities. Exp Opin Pharmacother 2008;9:913–25

a

McBride R. Stroke prevention in atrial fibrillation study. Final results. Ann Intern Med 
1991;115(Suppl. 3):66

a

Parkash R, Wee V, Gardner MJ, Cox JL, Thompson K, Brownell B, et al. The impact of 
warfarin use on clinical outcomes in atrial fibrillation: a population-based study. Can J 
Cardiol 2007;23:457–61

a

Preobrazhenskii DV. [Clopidogrel in the treatment of atrial fibrillation: benefit from addition 
to aspirin. The results of ACTIVE A trial.] Kardiologiia 2009;49:77

aa

Preobrazhenskii DV. [Clopidogrel in the treatment of atrial fibrillation: comparison with 
warfarin. The results of ACTIVE W trial.] Kardiologiia 2009;49:78

aa

Singer DE, Chang Y, Fang MC, Borowsky LH, Pomernacki NK, Udaltsova N, et al. Should 
patient characteristics influence target anticoagulation intensity for stroke prevention in 
nonvalvular atrial fibrillation?: the ATRIA study. Circulation 2009;2:297–304

a

Wysokinski WE, McBane RD, Daniels PR, Litin SC, Hodge DO, Dowling NF, et al. 
Periprocedural anticoagulation management of patients with nonvalvular atrial fibrillation. 
Mayo Clinic Proceedings 2008;83:639–45. [Erratum published in Mayo Clin Proc 
2008;83:851]

a



NIHR Journals Library www.journalslibrary.nihr.ac.uk

AppENDIx 4

138

Reference Reason(s) for exclusion

Gorin L, Fauchier L, Nonin E, de LA, Haguenoer K, Cosnay P, et al. Antithrombotic treatment 
and the risk of death and stroke in patients with atrial fibrillation and a CHADS2 score = 1. 
Thromb Haemost 2010;103:833–40

b

Handjani AM, Khosropanah S, Habibzadeh F. Safety and antithrombotic effects of fixed 
low-dose warfarin–aspirin combination in rheumatic mitral stenosis associated with atrial 
fibrillation. Iran J Med Sci 1995;20:93–5

b

Hart RG, Benavente O, McBride R. The sin of omission: a systematic review of antithrombotic 
therapy to prevent stroke in atrial fibrillation: Antithrombotic therapy to prevent stroke in 
patients with atrial fibrillation: a meta-analysis. J Am Geriatr Soc 2001;49:91–4

b

Hayashi J, Nakazawa S, Oguma F, Miyamura H, Eguchi S. Combined warfarin and 
antiplatelet therapy after St Jude Medical valve replacement for mitral valve disease. J Am 
Coll Cardiol 1994;23:672–7

b

Sareli P, England MJ, Berk MR, Marcus RH, Epstein M, Driscoll J, et al. Maternal and fetal 
sequelae of anticoagulation during pregnancy in patients with mechanical heart valve 
prostheses. Am J Cardiol 1989;63:1462–5

b

Sobrino JA, Centeno JE, Mate I, Mesa JM, Oliver JM, Silvestre J, et al. [Left atrial thrombus. 
Its evolution with oral anticoagulation.] Rev Esp Cardiol 1992;45:157–61

ba

Wolkanin-Bartnik J, Zielinski T, Pogorzelska H, Browarek A, Leszek P. [Is atrial fibrillation a risk 
factor for thromboembolic complications in patients treated with oral anticoagulants after 
valve replacement?] Folia Cardiol 2004;11:807–15

ba

Abdelhafiz AH, Wheeldon NM. Use of resources and cost implications of stroke prophylaxis 
with warfarin for patients with nonvalvular atrial fibrillation. Am J Geriatr Pharmacother 
2003;1:53–60

c

Abdelhafiz AH, Myint MP, Tayek JA, Wheeldon NM. Anaemia, hypoalbuminemia, and renal 
impairment as predictors of bleeding complications in patients receiving anticoagulation 
therapy for nonvalvular atrial fibrillation: a secondary analysis. Clin Ther 2009;31:1534–9

c

ACTIVE Writing Group of the ACTIVE Investigators, Connolly S, Pogue J, Hart R, Pfeffer M, 
Hohnloser S, et al. Clopidogrel plus aspirin versus oral anticoagulation for atrial fibrillation 
in the Atrial fibrillation Clopidogrel Trial with Irbesartan for prevention of Vascular Events 
(ACTIVE W): a randomised controlled trial. Lancet 2006;367:1903–12

c

ACTIVE Writing Group on behalf of the ACTIVE Investigators, Connolly S, Pogue J, Hart R, 
et al. Warfarin prevents more stroke than clopidogrel and aspirin in atrial fibrillation. J Fam 
Pract 2006;55:753

c

Ageno W, Ambrosini F, Nardo B, Imperiale D, Dentali F, Mera V, et al. Atrial fibrillation and 
antithrombotic treatment in Italian hospitalised patients: a prospective, observational study. 
J Thromb Thrombolys 2001;12:225–30

c

Aguilar MI, Hart R. Oral anticoagulants for preventing stroke in patients with non-valvular 
atrial fibrillation and no previous history of stroke or transient ischaemic attacks. Cochrane 
Database Syst Rev 2005;3:CD001927

c

Aguilar MI, Hart R, Pearce LA. Oral anticoagulants versus antiplatelet therapy for preventing 
stroke in patients with non-valvular atrial fibrillation and no history of stroke or transient 
ischaemic attacks. Cochrane Database Syst Rev 2007;3:CD006186

c

Al-Khadra AS, Salem DN, Rand WM, Udelson JE, Smith JJ, Konstam MA. Warfarin 
anticoagulation and survival: a cohort analysis from the studies of left ventricular 
dysfunction. J Am Coll Cardiol 1998;31:749–53

c

Algra A. Medium intensity oral anticoagulants versus aspirin after cerebral ischaemia of 
arterial origin (ESPRIT): a randomised controlled trial. Lancet Neurol 2007;6:115–24

c

Amabile G, Matteoli S, Fattapposta F, Lavezzari M, Trappolini M, Heiman F, et al. [Italian 
Study on Atrial Fibrillation (SIFA): status report.] Cardiologia 1993;38(Suppl. 1):327–32

ca

Amouyel P, Mismetti P, Langkilde LK, Jasso-Mosqueda G, Nelander K, Lamarque H. INR 
variability in atrial fibrillation: a risk model for cerebrovascular events. Eur J Int Med 
2009;20:63–9

c
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Andersen KK, Olsen TS. Reduced post stroke mortality in patients with stroke and atrial 
fibrillation treated with anticoagulants: results from a Danish quality-control registry of 
22,179 patients with ischaemic stroke. Stroke 2007;38:259–63. [Reprint in Ugeskr Laeger 
2007;169:3493–5]

c

Aronow WS, Ahn C, Kronzon I, Gutstein H. Incidence of new thromboembolic stroke in 
persons 62 years and older with chronic atrial fibrillation treated with warfarin versus 
aspirin. J Am Geriatr Soc 1999;47:366–8

c

Atrial Fibrillation Investigators. Risk factors for stroke and efficacy of antithrombotic therapy 
in atrial fibrillation. Analysis of pooled data from five randomised controlled trials. Arch Int 
Med 1994;154:1449–57. [Erratum published in Arch Intern Med 1994;154:2254]

c

Bechtold H, Gunzenhauser D, Sawitzki H, Fung S, Janssen D. Anticoagulation with the 
low-molecular-weight heparin dalteparin (Fragmin) in atrial fibrillation and TEE-guided 
cardioversion. Z Kardiol 2003;92:532–9

c

Besson G, Bogousslavsky J. [European atrial fibrillation trial (EAFT).] Rev Med Suisse 
1991;111:49–55

ca

Birman-Deych E, Radford MJ, Nilasena DS, Gage BF. Use and effectiveness of warfarin in 
Medicare beneficiaries with atrial fibrillation. Stroke 2006;37:1070–4

c

Bordin P, Mazzone C, Pandullo C, Goldstein D, Scardi S. Morbidity and mortality in 229 
elderly patients with nonrheumatic atrial fibrillation. A five-year follow-up. Ital Heart J 
2003;4:537–43

c

Breen AB, Vaskinn TE, Reikvam A, Skovlund E, Lislevand H, Madsen S. [Warfarin treatment 
and bleeding.] Tidsskr Nor Laegeforen 2003;123:1835–7

ca

Brophy MT, Snyder KE, Gaehde S, Ives C, Gagnon D, Fiore LD. Anticoagulant use for atrial 
fibrillation in the elderly. J Am Geriatr Soc 2004;52:1151–6

c

Brotons C, Moral I, Anton JJ, Cobos M, Cucurull E, Gallego C, et al. [Preventative treatment 
of nonrheumatic atrial fibrillation: from the efficacy of clinical trials to the effectiveness 
of clinical practice.] Aten Primaria 1997;20:367–71. [Erratum published in Aten Primaria 
1998;21:120]

ca

Buksinska-Lisik M. [BAFTA Study: comparison of aspirin and warfarin in preventative 
maintenance of stroke in the oldest persons with atrial fibrillation.] Kardiol Pol 
2007;65:1399–400

ca

Cabral NL, Volpato D, Ogata TR, Ramirez T, Moro C, Gouveia S. [Atrial fibrillation, stroke and 
anticoagulation: under-use of warfarin?] Arq Neuro-Psiquiatr 2004;62:1016–21

ca

Caspirindo MPM, Escudero RSG, Idigoras MIR, Gonzalez JLM, Castellon JLE. [Evaluation of 
follow-up of anticoagulant patients in primary care in the province of Malaga (Spain).] Rev 
Calid Asist 2006;21:293–8

ca

Chamorro A, Blanc R, Ascaso C, Saiz A, Vila N. [Factors associated to aspirin failure for 
secondary stroke prevention.] Med Clin 1997;109:569–72

ca

Chen XJ, Zhang H, Zhen RL, Li W-Z, Qian HD, Lei HD, et al. [The prognostic effect of 
different warfarin anticoagulation on patients with paroxysmal non-valvular atrial 
fibrillation.] Chin J Evid Based Med 2009;9:517–21

ca

Chesebro JH, Wiebers DO, Holland AE, Bardsley WT, Litin SC, Meissner I, et al. Bleeding 
during antithrombotic therapy in patients with atrial fibrillation. Arch Int Med 
1996;156:409–16

c

Cleland JG, Shelton R, Nikitin N, Ford S, Frison L, Grind M. Prevalence of markers of heart 
failure in patients with atrial fibrillation and the effects of ximelagatran compared to 
warfarin on the incidence of morbid and fatal events: a report from the SPORTIF III and V 
trials. Eur J Heart Failure 2007;9:730–9

c

Connolly SJ, Laupacis A, Gent M, Roberts RS, Cairns JA, Joyner C. Canadian Atrial Fibrillation 
Anticoagulation (CAFA) Study. J Am Coll Cardiol 1991;18:349–55

c
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Copland M, Walker ID, Tait RC. Oral anticoagulation and haemorrhagic complications in an 
elderly population with atrial fibrillation. Arch Int Med 2001;161:2125–8

c

Currie CJ, McEwan P, Emmas C, Morgan CL, Peters JR. Anticoagulation in patients with non-
valvular atrial fibrillation: an evaluation of stability and early factors that predict longer-term 
stability on warfarin in a large UK population. Curr Med Res Opin 2005;21:1905–13

c

Currie CJ, Jones M, Goodfellow J, McEwan P, Morgan CL, Emmas C, et al. Evaluation of 
survival and ischaemic and thromboembolic event rates in patients with non-valvular atrial 
fibrillation in the general population when treated and untreated with warfarin. Heart 
2006;92:196–200

c

Dagres N, Nieuwlaat R, Vardas PE, Andresen D, Levy S, Cobbe S, et al. Gender-related 
differences in presentation, treatment, and outcome of patients with atrial fibrillation 
in Europe: a report from the Euro Heart Survey on Atrial Fibrillation. J Am Coll Cardiol 
2007;49:572–7

c

Di PG, Palareti G. [The BAFTA study.] G Ital Cardiol 2008;9:735–9 ca

Diener HC. Stroke prevention using the oral direct thrombin inhibitor ximelagatran in 
patients with non-valvular atrial fibrillation: Pooled analysis from the SPORTIF III and V 
studies. Cerebrovasc Dis 2006;21:279–93

c

DiMarco JP, Flaker G, Waldo AL, Corley SD, Greene HL, Safford RE, et al. Factors affecting 
bleeding risk during anticoagulant therapy in patients with atrial fibrillation: observations 
from the Atrial Fibrillation Follow-up Investigation of Rhythm Management (AFFIRM) study. 
Am Heart J 2005;149:650–6

c

Dolan G, Smith LA, Collins S, Plumb JM. Effect of setting, monitoring intensity and patient 
experience on anticoagulation control: a systematic review and meta-analysis of the 
literature. Curr Med Res Opin 2008;24:1459–72

c

Doucet J, Greboval-Furstenfeld E, Tavildari A, M’bello L, Delaunay O, Pesque T, et al. Which 
parameters differ in very old patients with chronic atrial fibrillation treated by anticoagulant 
or aspirin? Antithrombotic treatment of atrial fibrillation in the elderly. Fundam Clin Pharm 
2008;22:569–74

c

EAFT (European Atrial Fibrillation Trial) Study Group. Secondary prevention in non-rheumatic 
atrial fibrillation after transient ischaemic attack or minor stroke. Lancet 1993;342:1255–62

c

Ertas F, Duygu H, Acet H, Eren NK, Nazli C, Ergene AO. [Oral anticoagulant use in patients 
with atrial fibrillation.] Turk Kardiyoloji Dernegi Arsivi 2009;37:161–7

ca

Evans A, Pérez I, Yu G, Kalra L. Should stroke subtype influence anticoagulation decisions to 
prevent recurrence in stroke patients with atrial fibrillation? Stroke 2001;32:2828–32

c

Evans A, Kalra L. Are the results of randomised controlled trials on anticoagulation 
in patients with atrial fibrillation generalisable to clinical practice? Arch Int Med 
2001;161:1443–7

c

Fang MC, Singer DE, Chang Y, Hylek EM, Henault LE, Jensvold NG, et al. Gender 
differences in the risk of ischaemic stroke and peripheral embolism in atrial fibrillation: 
the Anticoagulation and Risk factors In Atrial fibrillation (ATRIA) study. Circulation 
2005;112:1687–91

c

Ferro D, Loffredo L, Polimeni L, Violi F. Underuse of oral anticoagulants in patients with 
nonvalvular atrial fibrillation in Italy. Int Emerg Med 2007;2:24–8

c

Ford GA, Choy AM, Deedwania P, Karalis DG, Lindholm CJ, Pluta W, et al. Direct thrombin 
inhibition and stroke prevention in elderly patients with atrial fibrillation: experience from 
the SPORTIF III and V Trials. Stroke 2007;38:2965–71

c

Friberg L, Hammar N, Rosenqvist M. Stroke in paroxysmal atrial fibrillation: report from the 
Stockholm Cohort of Atrial Fibrillation. Eur Heart J 2010;31:967–75

c

Frost L, Johnsen SP, Pedersen L, Toft E, Husted S, Sorensen HT. Atrial fibrillation or flutter 
and stroke: a Danish population-based study of the effectiveness of oral anticoagulation in 
clinical practice. J Int Med 2002;252:64–9

c
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Gage BF, Boechler M, Doggette AL, Fortune G, Flaker GC, Rich MW, et al. Adverse outcomes 
and predictors of underuse of antithrombotic therapy in Medicare beneficiaries with chronic 
atrial fibrillation. Stroke 2000;31:822–7

c

Garcia-Escriva A, Lopez-Hernandez N, Hernandez-Lorido R, Oliver-Navarrete C, Bustos S, 
Carneado-Ruiz J, et al. [Modification of clinical profile of stroke in atrial fibrillation patients. 
Effect of antithrombotic treatment.] Rev Neurologia 2004;38:401–5

ca

Goldenberg GM, Silverstone FA, Rangu S, Leventer SL. Outcomes of long-term 
anticoagulation in frail elderly patients with atrial fibrillation. Clin Drug Invest 
1999;17:483–8

c

Golzari H, Cebul RD, Bahler RC. Atrial fibrillation: restoration and maintenance of sinus 
rhythm and indications for anticoagulation therapy. Ann Intern Med 1996;125:311–23

c

Gorter JW. Major bleeding during anticoagulation after cerebral ischaemia: patterns and risk 
factors. Stroke Prevention In Reversible Ischaemia Trial (SPIRIT). European Atrial Fibrillation 
Trial (EAFT) study groups. Neurology 1999;53:1319–27

c

Gottlieb LK, Salem-Schatz S. Anticoagulation in atrial fibrillation. Does efficacy in clinical 
trials translate into effectiveness in practice?. Arch Int Med 1994;154:1945–53

c

Green CJ, Hadorn DC, Bassett K, Kazanjian A. Anticoagulation in chronic nonvalvular atrial 
fibrillation: a critical appraisal and meta-analysis. Can J Cardiol 1997;13:811–15

c

Guo BFG, Chang HW, Chen MC, Yang CH. Underutilization of anticoagulation therapy in 
chronic atrial fibrillation. Jpn Heart J 2001;42:55–65

c

Guo Y, Wu Q, Zhang L, Yang T, Zhu P, Gao W, et al. Antithrombotic therapy in very elderly 
patients with atrial fibrillation: is it enough to assess thromboembolic risk?. Clin Interv 
Ageing 2010;5:157–62

c

Han W, Shen DT, Wang YM. [Comparative study of warfarin and aspirin for stroke 
prevention in elderly patients with atrial fibrillation.] Nan Fang Yi Ke Da Xue Xue Bao 
(Journal of Southern Medical University) 855;26:851–2

ca

Han ZX, Ma GY, Ma CM. [Prevention of embolism due to chronic auricular fibrillation with 
persantin (dipyridamole) combined with aspirin.] Zhongguo Wei Zhong Bing 2007;19:250

ca

Harenberg J, Leber G, Dempfle CE, Heene DL, Zimmermann R, Kubler W. Long term 
anticoagulation with low molecular weight heparin in outpatients with side effects on oral 
anticoagulants. Nouv Rev Fr Hematol 1989;31:363–9

c

Harenberg J, Weuster B, Pfitzer M, Dempfle CE, Stehle G, Kubler W, et al. Prophylaxis of 
embolic events in patients with atrial fibrillation using low molecular weight heparin. Semin 
Thromb Hemost 1993;19(Suppl. 1):116–21

c

Harley CR, Riedel AA, Hauch O, Nelson M, Wygant G, Reynolds M. Anticoagulation therapy 
in patients with chronic atrial fibrillation: a retrospective claims data analysis. Curr Med Res 
Opin 2005;21:215–22

c

Hart RG, Pearce LA, Koudstaal PJ. Transient ischaemic attacks in patients with atrial 
fibrillation: implications for secondary prevention: the European Atrial Fibrillation Trial and 
Stroke Prevention in Atrial Fibrillation III trial. Stroke 2004;35:948–51

c

Healey JS, Hart RG, Pogue J, Pfeffer MA, Hohnloser SH, De CR, et al. Risks and benefits of 
oral anticoagulation compared with clopidogrel plus aspirin in patients with atrial fibrillation 
according to stroke risk: the atrial fibrillation clopidogrel trial with irbesartan for prevention 
of vascular events (ACTIVE-W). Stroke 2008;39:1482–6

c

Hellemons BS, Langenberg M, Lodder J, Vermeer F, Schouten HJ, Lemmens T, et al. Primary 
prevention of arterial thromboembolism in non-rheumatic atrial fibrillation in primary 
care: randomised controlled trial comparing two intensities of coumarin with aspirin. BMJ 
1999;319:958–64

c

Hohnloser SH, Pajitnev D, Pogue J, Healey JS, Pfeffer MA, Yusuf S, et al. Incidence of stroke 
in paroxysmal versus sustained atrial fibrillation in patients taking oral anticoagulation or 
combined antiplatelet therapy: an ACTIVE W Substudy. J Am Coll Cardiol 2007;50:2156–61

c
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Holmes DR, Reddy VY, Turi ZG, Doshi SK, Sievert H, Buchbinder M, et al. Percutaneous 
closure of the left atrial appendage versus warfarin therapy for prevention of stroke in 
patients with atrial fibrillation: a randomised non-inferiority trial. Lancet 2009;374:534–42. 
[Erratum published in Lancet 2009;374:1596]

c

Hu DY, Zhang HP, Sun YH, Jiang LQ, Antithrombotic Therapy in Atrial Fibrillation Study 
Group. [The randomised study of efficiency and safety of antithrombotic therapy 
in nonvalvular atrial fibrillation: warfarin compared with aspirin.] Chin J Cardiol 
2006;34:295–8

ca

Hylek EM, Go AS, Chang Y, Jensvold NG, Henault LE, Selby JV, et al. Effect of intensity of 
oral anticoagulation on stroke severity and mortality in atrial fibrillation. N Engl J Med 
2003;349:1019–26

c

Inoue H. [Atrial fibrillation and thromboembolism: a multicenter cooperative study.] J 
Cardiol 1998;31:227–38

ca

Inoue H. [Survey of atrial fibrillation and thromboembolism in the elderly: a multicenter 
cooperative study.] J Cardiol 1999;33:27–35

ca

Jakob AH. [Percutaneous intervention versus anticoagulation in atrial fibrillation: 
randomised, non-inferiority study.] Med Klin 2010;105:117

ca

Jones M, McEwan P, Morgan CL, Peters JR, Goodfellow J, Currie CJ. Evaluation of the pattern 
of treatment, level of anticoagulation control, and outcome of treatment with warfarin 
in patients with non-valvular atrial fibrillation: a record linkage study in a large British 
population. Heart 2005;91:472–7

c

Kalra L, Yu G, Pérez I, Lakhani A, Donaldson N. Prospective cohort study to determine if trial 
efficacy of anticoagulation for stroke prevention in atrial fibrillation translates into clinical 
effectiveness. BMJ 2000;320:1236–9

c

Katsuki T, Saito M, Noda T, Yaginuma T, Hosoda S. [Long-term follow-up in patients 
receiving anticoagulation therapy: potency of therapy and complications.] J Cardiol 
1994;24:203–9

ca

Khazan M, Scheuering S, Adamson R, Mathis AS. Prescribing patterns and outcomes of 
enoxaparin for anticoagulation of atrial fibrillation. Pharmacotherapy 2003;23:651–8

c

Kim JH, Song YB, Shin DH, Kim JS, Choi JO, On YK, et al. How well does the target INR 
level maintain in warfarin-treated patients with non-valvular atrial fibrillation? Yonsei Med J 
2009;50:83–8

c

Klem I, Wehinger C, Schneider B, Hartl E, Finsterer J, Stollberger C. Diabetic atrial fibrillation 
patients: mortality and risk for stroke or embolism during a 10-year follow-up. Diabetes 
Metab Res Rev 2003;19:320–8

c

Kohn OC, Ortiz HO, Franco CJV, Acosta TI, Restrepo FAM. [The anticoagulation clinic of the 
Hospital Universitario San Vicente De Paul: Demography, effectiveness and complications.] 
Iatreia 2004;17:105–14

ca

Komatsu T, Nakamura S, Suzuki O, Horiuchi D, Yomogida K, Okumura K. Long-term 
prognosis of patients with paroxysmal atrial fibrillation depends on their response to 
antiarrhythmic therapy. Circulation J 2004;68:729–33

c

Kowey PR, Reiffel JA, Myerburg R, Naccarelli GV, Packer DL, Pratt CM, et al. Warfarin and 
aspirin use in atrial fibrillation among practicing cardiologist (from the AFFECTS Registry). 
Am J Cardiol 2010;105:1130–4

c

Kropacheva ES, Panchenko EP, Ataullakhanova DM. [Long-term application of warfarin or 
acenocoumarol in patients with fibrillating arrhythmia: the effects compared.] Klin Med 
2005;83:24–7

ca

Lackie CL, Garbarino KA, Pruetz JA. Warfarin therapy for atrial fibrillation in the elderly. Ann 
Pharmacother 2002;36:200–4

c

Lakshminarayan K, Solid CA, Collins AJ, Anderson DC, Herzog CA. Atrial fibrillation and 
stroke in the general Medicare population: a 10-year perspective (1992 to 2002). Stroke 
2006;37:1969–74

c
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Lee BH, Park JS, Park JH, Park JS, Kwak JJ, Hwang ES, et al. The effect and safety of the 
antithrombotic therapies in patients with atrial fibrillation and CHADS2 score 1. J Cardiovasc 
Electrophysiol 2010;21:501–7

c

Leung CS, Tam KM. Antithrombotic treatment of atrial fibrillation in a regional hospital in 
Hong Kong. Hong Kong Med J 2003;9:179–85

c

Leung DY, Black IW, Cranney GB, Hopkins AP, Walsh WF. Prognostic implications of 
left atrial spontaneous echo contrast in nonvalvular atrial fibrillation. J Am Coll Cardiol 
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versus no treatment on stroke in a medium-risk patient population with atrial fibrillation. J 
Int Med 2003;254:95–101

d

Gao F, Zhou YJ, Wang ZJ, Shen H, Liu XL, Nie B, et al. Comparison of different 
antithrombotic regimens for patients with atrial fibrillation undergoing drug-eluting stent 
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contemporaneous cohorts with atrial fibrillation: potential insights into risk from a 
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with atrial fibrillation. Thromb Haemost 1997;77:845–8

e
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oral anticoagulation. Revista Portuguesa de Cardiologia 2002;21:541–51
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Poli D, Antonucci E, Grifoni E, Abbate R, Gensini GF, Prisco D. Bleeding risk during 
oral anticoagulation in atrial fibrillation patients older than 80 years. J Am Coll Cardiol 
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Ruiz-Nodar JM, Marin F, Hurtado JA, Valencia J, Pinar E, Pineda J, et al. Anticoagulant and 
antiplatelet therapy use in 426 patients with atrial fibrillation undergoing percutaneous 
coronary intervention and stent implantation implications for bleeding risk and prognosis. 
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e
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e
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ea

Sanchez-Pena P, Bouzamondo A, Lechat P. Prognostic value of INR fluctuations during 
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e
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e
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e
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e
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e
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van Walraven C, Hart RG, Connolly S, Austin PC, Mant J, Hobbs FD, et al. Effect of age 
on stroke prevention therapy in patients with atrial fibrillation: the atrial fibrillation 
investigators. Stroke 2009;40:1410–16

e

van Walraven C, Hart RG, Singer DE, Laupacis A, Connolly S, Petersen P, et al. Oral 
anticoagulants vs aspirin in nonvalvular atrial fibrillation: an individual patient meta-analysis. 
JAMA 2002;288:2441–8

e

Zeng M, Wu ZY, Zheng Y, Chen J, Feng GQ, Fu XH. [Incidence and risk factors of stroke in 
patients with nonvalvular atrial fibrillation in Haikou.] Sichuan Da Xue Xue Bao-Yi Xue Ban 
2009;40:905–8

e

Tinmouth AH, Morrow BH, Cruickshank MK, Moore PM, Kovacs MJ. Dalteparin as 
periprocedure anticoagulation for patients on warfarin and at high risk of thrombosis. Ann 
Pharmacother 2001;35:669–74

a, b

Abdelhafiz AH, Wheeldon NM. Anticoagulation of atrial fibrillation in older people: a clinical 
practice observational study. J Am Geriatr Soc 2006;54:176–7

a, c

Akdeniz B, Turker S, Ozturk V, Badak O, Okan T, Aslan O, et al. Cardioversion under the 
guidance of transesophageal echochardiograhy in persistent atrial fibrillation: results with 
low molecular weight heparin. Int J Cardiol 2005;98:49–55

a, c

Anderson DC. Progress report of the Stroke Prevention in Atrial Fibrillation Study. Stroke 
1990;21(Suppl. 11):III12–17

a, c

Anderson DC, Litin SC, McBride R, on behalf of the SPAF Investigators. Intracranial 
haemorrhage during anticoagulation for atrial fibrillation: interim results of the second 
stroke prevention in atrial fibrillation (SPAF-II) trial. Stroke 1993;24:187

a, c

Beldi G, Beng L, Siegel G, Bisch-Knaden S, Candinas D. Prevention of perioperative 
thromboembolism in patients with atrial fibrillation. Br J Surg 2007;94:1351–5

a, c

Berry C, Norrie J, McMurray JJ. Ximelagatran compared with warfarin for the prevention 
of systemic embolism and stroke. An imputed placebo analysis. Cardiovasc Drug Ther 
2005;19:149–51

a, c

Bui HT, Krisnaswami A, Le CU, Chan J, Shenoy BN. Comparison of safety of subcutaneous 
enoxaparin as outpatient anticoagulation bridging therapy in patients with a 
mechanical heart valve versus patients with nonvalvular atrial fibrillation. Am J Cardiol 
2009;104:1429–33

a, c

Cataldo G, on behalf of the SIFA Study Group. Warfarin vs indobufen for secondary 
prevention of thromboembolism in non-valvular atrial fibrillation. The SIFA (studio Italiano 
fibrillazione altriale) trial. Circulation 1995;92(Suppl. 1): I-485

a, c

Connolly S. Stroke Prevention in Atrial Fibrillation II Study. Lancet 1994;343:1509 a, c

Dehaene I. European atrial fibrillation trial. Acta Neurol Belg 1988;88:172–3 a, c

DeSilvey DL. Clopidogrel plus aspirin vs oral anticoagulation for atrial fibrillation: the ACTIVE 
W trial. Am J Geriatr Cardiol 2006;15:326–7

a, c

Executing steering committee on behalf of the SPORTIF III investigators. Ximelagatran 
effective in preventing stroke in a nonvalvular atrial fibrillation. J Family Pract 2004;53:262

a, c

Ezekowitz MD, Bridgers SL, James KE, And SI. Cerebral infarction rate and effect of warfarin 
in patients with nonrheumatic atrial fibrillation with or without a previous stroke. Circulation 
1992;86(Suppl. I):1–147

a, c

Ezekowitz MD, James KE. Stroke Prevention in Atrial Fibrillation II Study. Lancet 
1994;343:1508–9

a, c

Feinberg WM, Investigators SPAF. Warfarin vs aspirin in atrial fibrillation: SPAF II study 
results. Stroke 1994;25:273

a, c

Feinberg WM, Miller VT, Rothrock JF, Hart RG, Pearce LA, for the Stroke Prevention In Atrial 
Fibrillation Investigators. Differential effect of aspirin and warfarin of stroke subtypes in 
patients with atrial fibrillation. Stroke 1995;26:185

a, c
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Freestone B, Lip GY, Rothwell P, Sudlow C. Stroke prevention. Clin Evid 2003;:246–72 a, c

Gamra H, Addad F, Ben HK, Betbout F, Maatouk F, Derdabi M, et al. Nadroparin versus 
unfractionated heparin for anticoagulation of all cause atrial fibrillation: preliminary results 
of the NADROPAF trial. Eur Heart J 2003;24(Suppl.):167

a, c

Go AS, Hylek EM, Chang Y, Phillips KA, Henault LE, Capra AM, et al. Anticoagulation therapy 
for stroke prevention in atrial fibrillation: how well do randomised trials translate into 
clinical practice? JAMA 2003;290:2685–92

a, c

Hammerstingl C, Schmitz A, Fimmers R, Omran H. Bridging of chronic oral anticoagulation 
with enoxaparin in patients with atrial fibrillation: results from the prospective BRAVE 
registry. Cardiovasc Ther 2009;27:230–8

a, c

Hobbs R. A Randomised clinical trial of warfarin versus aspirin for atrial fibrillation in an 
elderly (aged over 74) primary care population (BAFTA). Natl Res Regist 2002

a, c

Houston DS, Zarychanski R. Dabigatran versus warfarin in patients with atrial fibrillation. 
N Engl J Med 2009;361:2671–5

a, c

Ip RJ, Korban E, Tepper D, Young C. Ximelagatran versus warfarin for stroke prevention in 
patients with nonvalvular atrial fibrillation. SPORTIF II: a dose-guiding, tolerability, and safety 
study. Cardiovasc Rev Rep 2003;24:392–3

a, c

Kovacs MJ, Kearon C, Rodger M, Anderson DR, Turpie AG, Bates SM, et al. Single-arm 
study of bridging therapy with low-molecular-weight heparin for patients at risk of arterial 
embolism who require temporary interruption of warfarin. Circulation 2004;110:1658–63

a, c

Kulbertus H. [SPORTIF III and V trials: a major breakthrough for long-term oral 
anticoagulation.] Rev Med Liege 2003;58:770–3

a, c

Lip GYH. A randomised controlled trial of warfarin versus aspirin for stroke prevention in the 
management of atrial fibrillation in an elderly (aged > 75) primary care population. Natl R 
Regist 2001;1

a, c

Man-Son-Hing M, Laupacis A. Balancing the risks of stroke and upper gastrointestinal tract 
bleeding in older patients with atrial fibrillation. Arch Int Med 2002;162:541–50

a, c

Mant J, Hobbs R, Fletcher K, Roalfe A. Is warfarin a safe alternative to aspirin in elderly 
patients with atrial fibrillation? Cardiol Rev 2008;25:32–6

a, c

Mastoridis P, Pryor M. New studies on aspirin and warfarin therapy for atrial fibrillation and 
stroke. P and T 1994;19:900–1

a, c

Stroke Prevention in Atrial Fibrillation Study Group Investigators. Preliminary report of the 
Stroke Prevention in Atrial Fibrillation Study. N Engl J Med 1990;322:8–868

a, c

McCall KL, MacLaughlin EJ. Ximelagatran: A new era in oral anticoagulation. J Pharm 
Technol 2003;19:222–8

a, c

Minematsu K, Yaspirinka M, Yamaguchi T, for Japanese NVAF-embolism Secondary 
Prevention Study Group. Optimal intensity of warfarin therapy for secondary prevention of 
stroke in patients with nonvalvular atrial fibrillation: a prospective randomised multicentre 
trial. Stroke 1999;30:241

a, c

Neree C. Quality of oral anticoagulation in patients with atrial fibrillation: a cross-sectional 
study in general practice. Eur J Gen Pract 2006;12:163–8

a, c

Petersen P, on behalf of the SPORTIF II and IV Investigators. A long-term follow-up of 
ximelagatran as a oral anticoagulant for the prevention of stroke and systemic embolism in 
patients with atrial fibrillation. Blood 2001;98:706a

a, c

Petersen P. A two-year follow-up of ximelagatran as an oral anticoagulant for the prevention 
of stroke and systemic embolism in patients with nonvalvular atrial fibrillation. Neurology 
2002;58(Suppl. 3):A477

a, c

Rahimi AR, Wrights B, Akhondi H, Richard CM. Clinical correlation between effective 
anticoagulants and risk of stroke: are we using evidence-based strategies? Southern Med J 
2004;97:924–31

a, c
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