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Covering letter for the clinical leads of imaging services in the UK 

 

Dear Colleague, 

 

 

RE: ACCESS TO IMAGING FACILITIES FOR PATIENTS WITH SUSPECTED TIA OR 

MINOR STROKE IN THE UK 

 

 

We are funded by the NHS R&D Health Technology Assessment (HTA) programme to determine the 

"Cost effectiveness of imaging investigations in secondary stroke prevention" in the UK. We seek 

accurate information on current provision of CT and MR imaging services in the UK for secondary 

prevention of stroke, with particular regard to volume of work, capacity, and timing of investigations 

in radiology departments. 

  

We understand from the Diagnostic Imaging Clinical Network that you are the Clinical Director of the 

Radiology Department in your hospital/town. We are therefore inviting you to complete an on-line 

survey. The survey contains questions on your current imaging facilities, working hours, waiting 

times, and on the impact that any increase in demand for MR scanning would have on Radiology 

workload. As this is a national project, funded by the NHS R&D panel, your response is crucial to 

ensuring that precise and reliable data are available for this research. 

 

The information derived from this on-line survey will be treated in strict confidence. Your identity 

and location will be known only to the members of the research team who are bound by the Research 

Governance Framework for Health and Social Care (2005) to maintain confidentiality regarding all 

personal information collected in the course of this research. Any publications arising from this 

project, including the full HTA report, will contain only anonymised data. 

If you are not the right person to complete this survey we apologise for bothering you but would be 

extremely grateful if you could tell us who the correct person is or forward this message to him/her 

(but please let us know who he/she is for our records). 

 

The following link will take you to the survey’s web-page:  

 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/QVPW2DV 

 

The survey takes approximately 15 minutes to complete. You can exit it at any time, without the 

information entered so far being saved or sent to us, by clicking on the ‘Exit Survey’ link in the top 
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right corner of the survey page. 

 

We would be grateful if you could complete the survey by May 13th. We greatly appreciate your 

taking the time to contribute to this project.  

 

If you have any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to contact the project co-ordinator: Dr 

Miriam Brazzelli, Division of Clinical Neurosciences, University of Edinburgh, Telephone 0131 

5372955, E-mail m.brazzelli@ed.ac.uk, or myself (Division of Clinical Neurosciences, University of 

Edinburgh, E-mail joanna.wardlaw@ed.ac.uk).  

  

Thank you in advance for your help and co-operation. 

 

Yours sincerely,  

 

Professor Joanna Wardlaw 

 

Professor and Honorary Consultant Neuroradiologist Director, SINAPSE Collaboration, SFC Brain 

Imaging Research Centre 

Division of Clinical Neurosciences 

University of Edinburgh 

Western General Hospital 

Crewe Road 

Edinburgh EH4 2XU 

Tel 0131 537 2943 

Fax 0131 332 5150 

E-mail joanna.wardlaw@ed.ac.uk 
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